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OUR STORY THIS YEAR

I

n June of this year,
having outgrown
his football kit and
boots, 8 year old Ryan
from Staffordshire
sent them to Sal’s
Shoes, hoping they’d
be put to use by
someone in need. A
month later, they had
found their way to the
Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) and
to Francis, a 9 year old footballer at the Goma
Academy of Leaders (GOAL).
In our 3rd year, Sal’s Shoes has evolved beyond
distributing gently worn and outgrown children’s shoes.
With the launch of our Back on the Pitch initiative and
the Andreas Harrison Coaching Academy (AHCA), we
have been and will be able to continue enriching the
lives of young people through access to sports.
In 2013 I was inspired to form Sal’s Shoes after seeing
a photograph of our young son Sal’s very first pair
of shoes on the feet of a small boy in a hospital ward
in Zambia. Now that Sal has started school, for the
foreseeable future we will be making routine visits to
our local shoe shop to buy Sal a pair of school shoes.
In many countries you cannot go to school, and access
what is often a free education system, if you do not
own a pair of shoes. That, in part, was why this year we
launched our Toe to Toe initiative. In July, we partnered
with The Hayes Primary School in Surrey. Those pupils
who would be replacing their school shoes over the
summer holidays (in time for the start of the new
academic year) were invited to leave behind their school
shoes on the last day of the summer term. The pupils
at The Hayes ended their school year by walking out of
their classrooms in their bare feet; experiencing what
millions of barefooted children around the world do
every day. Their generously donated school shoes were
collected and sent to 3 rural schools in Ghana.
That children understand our concept is partly why Sal’s
Shoes has achieved what it has. Thanks to your support
and a wealth of good people doing good things we have
collected 109,769 pairs of pre-loved shoes in the last 3
years, with 81,598 pairs collected in the last 12 months.
Sal’s Shoes have found their new feet in rural and urban
areas around the world, including in the UK, and are
now walking again in schools and hospitals, orphanages
and refugee camps. Sal’s Shoes are playing again on
basketball courts and football pitches, netball courts
and in playgrounds.
In April, I was delighted to be a part of the Women of
the Future programme at the Foreign & Commonwealth
Office. In June we were thrilled to highlight our work
as part of Refugee Week at Hammersmith & London
College and in September our work was honoured
by the Third Sector Awards in the Small Charity, Big
Achiever category, which acknowledges organisations
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and social leaders that give back to their communities.
In October we were recognised by the Shorty Social
Good Awards, which honour the best content creators
and producers on social media, in the On a Shoestring
category at an awards ceremony in New York. In
November I was honoured to receive the 600th Point
of Light award from our Prime Minister.
Our work continues with a particular focus on sport.
Vast numbers of studies have shown that increasing
physical activity, including recess and physical
education, can improve and facilitate academic
performance. There is a direct correlation between
education and poverty. For many, education is a route
out of poverty.
None of this, of course, would be possible without your
help. Our message has grown rapidly in the last 3 years,
much of it via social media and through word of mouth.
Thus far, our only obstacles have been financial. With
your continued support we can get more pre-loved
shoes walking again. Even a £5 donation means we can
get 10 pairs of shoes to children who may otherwise
not have them. Monetary donations can be made via
mydonate.bt.com which can also be accessed through
our Facebook page.
In June, we were surprised by a delivery from a family
that had kept each pair of their twin girls’ shoes since
they were born. ‘It has taken a few years for me to be
able to part with these as I am very sentimental,’ the
letter read. ‘I am so glad I found your charity as it made
re-homing them easy to do.’
The image of the new owner of Sal’s first pair of shoes
planted a seed; with my sincere thanks to all of you for
all you do in helping it to flourish.

CJ Bowry
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OUR THIRD YEAR

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Worked in collaboration with:

Please see Get Involved at salsshoes.com for our
school and company collections information sheet
and poster pack.

carryon4babies.org
cartyorkshire.co.uk
falconcoffees.com
feedthehungry.org.uk
missiondirect.org

npac.org.uk
peaceplayersintl.org
samarasaidappeal.org
thefootprintsfoundation.co.uk

Money
We are run by volunteers but need financial donations
to continue passing on the shoes you donate
mydonate.bt.com/charities/salsshoes
£10 can get 20 pairs of shoes walking again
£20 can get 40 pairs of shoes walking again
£50 can get 100 pairs of
shoes walking again
£100 can get
The pupils
200 pairs of
in Blackbirds Class
shoes walking
at Sudley Infant
again
School, Liverpool,
£500 can
held a sponsored
get 1000
dance and raised
pairs of
£392.50
shoes walking
again
If you have an
idea about a fundraising event we
would love to hear about it
info@salsshoes.com

2015-2016 saw us finding new feet in:
Bali
Cuba
Cyprus
DRC
France
Ghana
Greece

Bali

Iraq
Jordan
Kenya
Lebanon
Liberia
Malawi
Namibia

Nigeria
Pakistan
Romania
Somalia
South Africa
Syria
The Gambia

Uganda
Ukraine
UK
Zambia
Zimbabwe

This year we launched in-country
collections and distributions in:
Bali
Cyprus

Namibia
Nigeria

Singapore
South Africa

Al Barakah
Madrassa in
Ruislip collected
our largest single
collection this
year, a shoetastic
1,777 pairs

Zambia

On-going shoe drop off
locations established in:

DRC

Herefordshire
Lancashire
London
Surrey

Sussex
York
Cork, Ireland
Stirlingshire, Scotland

Time and Talent
If you have the time regularly or now and then to
help with sorting and packing shoes please do get in
touch info@salsshoes.com

IRAQ

WHAT WE
COLLECT

We collect outgrown children’s
shoes and pass them on to their
new owners.
We sort by type and collect all
sorts of different shoes: flip
flops, sandals, school shoes,
slippers, trainers, winter boots
and football boots to name but
a few.
We collect shoes that can still be
worn: solid soles with no holes,
laces if the shoes need them... and
please take the time to give your
shoes a quick clean before you pass
them on to their new owner - no mud!

SOUTH
AFRICA

NIGERIA

The pupils
at Fairchildes
Primary School,
Surrey, had a
bring in a £1 for
a good cause day
and raised over
£450.00

KENYA

Please pair your shoes with a rubber band before
passing them onto us. We are run entirely by
volunteers and this saves them a huge amount
of time when sorting and packing shoes.

DRC
GHANA
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OUR GLOBAL REACH
2013-2016
Since Sal's Shoes formation in
2013, we have found new feet
in the following countries:
Albania
Cyprus
France
Greece
Romania
UK
Ukraine
Benin
DRC
Ghana
Kenya
Liberia
Malawi
Namibia
Nigeria
Somalia
South Africa
The Gambia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Bali
Cambodia
Cuba
India
Iraq
Jordan
Lebanon
Myanmar
Nepal
Pakistan
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Syria

ZAMBIA
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TOE TO TOE

CALLUM'S PROMISE

At the end of the academic year in 2016
we were delighted to collaborate with
thehayesprimaryschool.co.uk in launching our
Toe to Toe initiative. A few weeks before the end
of term The Hayes sent out this letter to parents:

includemetoo.org.uk initiative ‘Callum’s Promise’
aims to increase opportunities for Fun, Friendships
and Adventures for disabled children and young
people here in the UK.
Sal’s Shoes are supporting Include Me Too particularly
as there are so many children who have outgrown
specialist footwear such as Pedro Boots which can be
recycled and put to good use by other children ready
for their next adventure!
The cost of raising a disabled child can be high,
including the cost of special supportive footwear.
Many families struggle to find reasonably priced and
suitable footwear to accommodate foot splints and
support their child’s foot and ankle in a supportive
position.
For those of you who have already sent us specialist
footwear we will be finding their new feet in
collaboration with Include Me Too (and in consultation
with their in-house physiotherapists). We would
further welcome sturdy footwear (e.g. Timberland
boots and similar) as well as pre-loved Pedro boots.

July 2016
Dear Parent / Carer
In a few weeks, the school will close and children will
cheer to mark the end of this academic year. Before
GHANA
the children run for the doors to enjoy their long
r
anothe
e
chang
to
them
want
we
y,
summer holida
child’s life on the way out...
We ask that at the end of the last day of term, they take
their school shoes off and place them on their desk and
leave school barefoot.
We will give the donated shoes to a child in Africa via
the wonderful work of Sal’s Shoes, a charity we have
supported for a few years.
So those shoes, which are unlikely to be used again
because feet grow over the summer or are a little scuffed
so will be replaced in time for the new school year, won’t
just sit in the shoe cupboard getting in the way, but will
have a second life. We’d love for your child to take part.
A whole school leaving barefoot is a powerful message
that we want to help those fellow school children who
have no choice and leave school barefoot every day.
Please help us to help others who are less fortunate
than ourselves.
There is no obligation to take part but we would love
to support this charity and the work they carry out in
finding new feet for pre-loved children’s shoes.
To find out more about Sal’s Shoes you can visit
their website salsshoes.com or Facebook page
facebook.com/salsshoes1
to
P.S. Of course the children can bring in another pair of shoes
change into after walking out of school for their journey home;
and if you have only recently purchased their school shoes
perhaps your child has
another pair of outgrown
shoes they may wish to
bring in and leave behind.

TOE TO TOE

This is what happened at
The Hayes on the last day
of term.
For more information on this
initiative please download
the Toe to Toe information
pack from our website.

www.salsshoes.com

/salsshoes1

@salsshoes

SOUTH
AFRICA

AHCA

Andreas Harrison
Coaching Academy
Last year Sal’s Shoes lost a dear friend.
Andreas Harrison was a Learning Mentor and
PE Coordinator who believed in giving the
kids in his care access and opportunities to
experiences and skills they may never have
otherwise been exposed to. Under his tutelage
Andreas introduced a wide range of sports to
his pupils and coached an award-winning team
at a local football club. Andreas’ commitment
and dedication especially in working with
less privileged kids in the UK led to an
admirable coaching career. Tragically his
life was cut short.
To continue his legacy in teaching kids
how to work alongside one another and
not against each other, Sal’s Shoes, in
partnership with thefootprintsfoundation.
co.uk and The Holt Trust (which sponsors
young sports people to achieve their
ambitions), are launching the Andreas
Harrison Coaching Academy (AHCA).
In October 2017 AHCA with the support
of Andreas’ wife Joanne, are arranging
for a team of coaches to travel to South
Africa for a week where they will run
coaching programmes in various sports for
underprivileged children. The AHCA full
information pack can be downloaded
from our website.
To help fundraise for this initiative please
email: AHCA@salsshoes.com
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#sharingiscaring
We don’t believe that the only beneficiaries of
charitable work are the recipients. Judging by the
thoughtful handwritten notes that accompany
many of our incoming shoes, children donating
Sal’s Shoes are clearly benefiting from their act of
giving. In this age of waste not, want not, they are
learning about recycling and reusing and hopefully
their generation will shift away from the throwaway
culture all too prevalent in our society.

Back on the Pitch
We’re crossing continents to make sure the kit you’ve
outgrown and the boots you no longer wear end up
playing back on the pitch.
We can’t change the world, but if we all play a part
we can make a difference. If we work together we can
make a bigger difference. As a relatively small charity
in terms of funding, often our only real limitation
is financial. In October 2016 our largest single
consignment, a 20 foot container full of sports kit and
sports shoes for promojeunebasket.org a basketball
academy and goal.academy a football academy
arrived in Goma, DRC. falconcoffees.com funded the
consignment. thefootprintsfoundation.co.uk donated
the kit. You sent us your pre-played in football boots
and sports shoes. mega-pak.com donated the
packing materials. agxlogistics.com and abac-fret.eu
coordinated the logistics.

DRC
DRC

DRC
DRC
DRC
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#SPORTFORGOOD
We’re delighted to be collaborating with laureus.com
during the course of 2017. At the inaugural Laureus
World Sports Awards in 2000, President Nelson
Mandela said:

“Sport has the power to change
the world. It has the power to unite
people in a way that little else does.
Sport can awaken hope where there
was previously only despair.”
This has become the philosophy of Laureus and the
driving force behind its work. Laureus Sport For Good
supports sports-related community projects that have
been working to educate children and bring people
from divided communities together for over 15 years.

SAL'S SHOES KEEP
ON WALKING
We now know Sal’s Shoes
are being worn until there
is no wear left in them.
Owen received a pair
of Sal’s Shoes in our
second ever consignment
3 years ago in Choma,
Zambia. This year we
received a photo of a
now much bigger Owen
wearing the shoes his
older sister had received
at that same distribution.
Owen is pictured next to
Noah who is just learning
how to walk. Noah is
now wearing the pair of
Sal’s Shoes that Owen
received 3 years ago.

OUR SPONSORS
These companies have all generously supported us
by offering to carry out a good deed for a worthwhile
cause:

Please contact us at info@salsshoes.com if your
company is interested in supporting Sal’s Shoes
Sal’s Shoes is registered as a charity with HMRC for tax purposes.
All images provided by Sal’s Shoes. Logo and newsletter design
by rslcreative.com - Copyright remains with respective owners.
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